
 

 

           WELCOME TO IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - ST. MARY’S 

              Parish Office hours:  Tuesday - Friday  8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
              Visit us on the web at www.stmaryflorence.org 

                         Live the Gospel!  Whatever it Takes… 
 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 166, Florence, WI  54121 St. Mary’s  Pastor:  Fr. Soja Joseph 
Street Address:  308 Florence Ave., Florence, WI  E-mail:  frsojan@gmail.com 
Parish Office Telephone:  (715) 528-3310   Fr. Soja’s Phone:  920-445-4560 
Parish Secretaries:  Jean Fornetti & Heather Roberts  Religious Education Facilitator:  Carolyn Lemanski   
Parish e-mail:  stmary@borderlandnet.net    Carolyn’s Phone:  (715) 528-3008   
St Vincent DePaul:  (715) 528-2030    Email:  lemanski_mom@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Friends, through the readings this week-
end we are taught to recognize the wis-
dom of God and the wickedness of human 
nature.  The wicked associate with envy 
and selfish ambition.  By contrast, the 
wise enjoy a gift “from above.” And the 
fruits of wisdom that come from above are 
ample, distinctive and desirable.  Wisdom 

begets purity, peace, gentleness, docility, mercy, goodness, 
consistency, and sincerity.  It is a lengthy list of fruits wor-
thy of meditation.  As James points out, for the wicked 
conflicts and wars are born of their unintegrated desires 
which he calls passions.  These unholy longings of the 
wicked ultimately result in fruitlessness.  Their energies get 
spent on fighting and waging war, and what they really 
want to remain out of reach.  Sadly, what they desire is on-
ly a request away.  But the wicked are unable to humbly 
ask for or openly receive what they desire.   
  
The wise are praiseworthy models, while the wicked prove 
pitiable and in need of an antidote.  And for that we must 
look to the Gospel.  In the Gospel Jesus is trying to teach 
his disciples that he must suffer, die, and rise.  But they fail 
to understand him.  After all, what does suffering and death 
have to do with greatness?  Their squabble over which one 
might be the greatest was not in keeping with their master’s 
message and mission.  They had been embodying the wick-
edness described in Wisdom and James.  So, before he 
could meaningfully teach them about his coming suffering, 
death, and resurrection, he would have to rid them of their 
wickedness and selfish ambition.  To do so, Jesus sits them 
down and shows them that to receive him, his teaching, and 
ultimately the one who sent him, they must employ the 
same gentleness and openness applied when embracing a 
child.   
  
Christ’s way is the way of wisdom and holiness.  It is striv-
ing for meekness not power.  The message is that fighting 
for God’s grace is futile.  Instead, fostering an open, docile 
spirit is the antidote to selfish ambition and wicked de-
sires.         
      ~ Fr. Soja  

 

St Mary’S welcoMeS you to the  
Twenty-FIFTH Sunday In Ordinary Time 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who have donated and prayed for the     
Raising Vocations Collection and Bishop’s Appeal this 
past month. Your continued support and prayers are 
greatly appreciated!  

If you’re still looking to donate, the Catholic Foundation 
must receive ALL gifts before Friday, September 30, 
2024.  Gifts will be applied toward your 2024 goal.  The 
Foundation will send 

Jacobs-Lundholm 

Funeral Home &  

Crematory 

Perry J. Jacobs 

715-528-3241 

 

G & G FOREST PRODUCTS 

Lance Glime 

 
5274 Turtle Creek Rd 
Florence, WI  54121 

(906) 250-6642  
e-mail:  GGForestProducts@gmail.com 

Weekday Masses and Intentions  
 
Tuesday 9/24 5:30p.m. For the People 

 
Thursday 9/26 4:30p.m. Eucharistic Adoration  

Friday 9/27 8:30a.m. +Janet Kelley 
 Offered by Bob, Mary & Tommy Podnar 

Weekend Masses and Intentions  
 
Sat. 9/28 6:00 p.m. Tg: Brent & Theresa  
  Pataconi & Family 
               Offered by Joe & Sue Mills 
 

Sun.9/29 8:30 a.m. Tg: For current & deceased 
 volunteers of St. Vincent de Paul 
               Offered by Dorothy Vayda 

 
 + Deceased, Tg Thanksgiving   
  Confession available 30 minutes before all Masses 

 
Ministry Schedule  
 

Saturday, September 28th  
Sacristan - Dan Throm 

Eucharistic Ministers - Dan Throm 

Lector - *Volunteer Needed 

Lead Usher - Skip Bilsky 

 

Sunday, September 29th 
Sacristan - Al & Mary Kay Williams 

Eucharistic Ministers - Al Williams 

Lector - Carolyn Lemanski 

Lead Usher - Jerry Divine 

Money Counters -  
  Jerry Divine & Dorothy Vayda 

El Capitan 
—SUPPER CLUB— 

Italian cuisine—steaks—seafood 

699 US Hwy 2, Spread Eagle, WI 

P 715-696-3493 

www.elcapitansupperclub.com 

                                    Check out what                                            

                                   FORMED online 

                                   has available.  

To register, simply go to stmaryflor-
ence.formed.org and choose Immacu-
late Conception, Florence to open your 
account. 

Knights of Columbus 
 

Local Council #2847 meets the 2nd  

Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 

St. Anthony’s Parish Hall in Niagara. 

For more information contact: 

Larry Neuens at 715-589-3379 

 

Lead with faith ~ Protect your family ~ Serve others ~ Defend your values 

9/14 Sat. Coll. Loose….$61.00 Envelope….$295.00 Total…..$356.00 

9/15 Sun. Coll. Loose…$197.00 Envelope.…$150.00 Total…$347.00 

 Electronic… 

$40.00 

Misc.….$170.00 Total…$210.00 

  Total  Collections $913.00 

Budget: $2,028.00  2023:  $ 1,646.00  

Raising Vocations Collection: $1,413.00         Bishop’s Appeal: $7,095.00 

 

 NEW! Living Faith books are in the back of the 

church for October-December 2024. 

 If you have prayer requests for the upcoming October 
prayer line, please send to the office via email by Sep-
tember 26th. 

 Church and office cleaners needed. Please contact the 
office if interested. 

 The next Finance Council Meeting will be held on 
Sept. 26th @ 5:45p.m. 

 Catechism forms and payments are due by the deadline 
of Sunday, September 29th. 

 Needed: St. Vincent’s has a family in need of dressers 
and a couch. Please contact Dorothy.  

 Please find your funeral food dishes in the parish hall. 

 The Parish office will be closed on Friday Sept. 27th, as 
Heather will be out of town.  

Notes & Reminders 

SPIRITUS Ministries is hiring young adults for a missionary 
year leading retreats and inspiring Catholic students in grades   
2-12. Applications are now open! 

Visitation/Funeral Details Francis Freeberg-Johnson’s husband below: 

  Friday, September 27, 2024 

 Visitation: 10:00 AM in the Church  

 Mass to follow: 11:30 AM  

  Holy Cross Parish 

  3009 Bay Settlement 

  Green Bay, WI  54311 

mailto:stmary@borderlandnet.net
http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oG7jugC_hRnw8AYJJXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTB0OTBxZjl0BHNlYwNzYwRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA1NNRTEyOV8x/SIG=1nlagsu7o/EXP=1375239200/**http%3a/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fp=facebook%2bicon%26back=http%253A%252F%252Fsearch.yahoo.co
https://www.spiritusministries.org/beamissionary

